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Matt Zochowski, PP, AICP 
Mercer County Principal Planner 
640 S. Broad Street 
P.O. Box 8068 
Trenton, NJ 08650-0068 
via email only: mzochowski@mercercounty.org 
 
August 16, 2026 
 
Dear Mr. Zochowski, 
 
The West Windsor Bicycle and Pedestrian Alliance appreciates Mercer County's efforts to 
make Old Trenton Road/CR 535 safer for all users, including people on foot and on bicycles. 
 
As an all-volunteer nonprofit focused on making walking and bicycling in our area safer and 
more enjoyable, we urge you to incorporate the following into your concept plan: 

• Lower the speed limits throughout the corridor to no higher than 35 mph, with a matching 
design speed. 

• Narrow the traffic lanes to 11 feet. 
• Adopt a road diet on all 4-lane sections. As you know, road diets have been shown to 

reduce crashes, particularly rear-end collisions, by creating center turn lanes, and they do 
this without heavily impacting traffic flow. The freed-up space can be used for bike lanes or 
shared use paths. 

• Provide separate bike lanes and sidewalks where space provides and shared-use paths as 
wide as possible (preferably 10 feet) where space is limited. Today drivers passing people 
using the shoulders on Old Trenton Road, whether on foot or on bicycle, seldom have 
sufficient space to give the four feet required by law.  

• Install roundabouts at entrances to both Mercer County Park and Mercer County 
Community College. Roundabouts help slow traffic, unlike traffic lights. As you know, 
drivers slow down when approaching a roundabout, which increases safety for all, while 
yellow lights unfortunately are a signal to some to accelerate to beat the light. 
From personal experience, we know that when an event ends at Mercer County Park, there 
is a long line of impatient drivers exiting, some of whom make overly rapid and dangerous 
merges into Old Trenton Road traffic rather than waiting for a decent entry gap.  A safe gap 
in traffic can take a long time to occur, especially for those making a left turn out of the 
park. We believe these volumes still can be handled with roundabouts rather than 
installing traffic lights that then are retimed for special events. 

• Consider roundabouts at smaller intersections as well, both to slow traffic and to make it 
easier for residents who live in nearby communities to make left turns. As always, include 
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appropriate safety measures to allow people on foot to cross Old Trenton Road at a 
roundabout. 

• Working with New Jersey Transit, upgrade all bus stops along County Road 535 to proper 
bus stops, not just a patch of grass, that include shelters (roof and walls) as well as 
seating. 

 
We look forward to a safer Old Trenton Road that meets your goal of serving all users of this 
corridor. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anne Clifton 
President 
West Windsor Bicycle and Pedestrian Alliance 

 
Cc via email only: 
Maria Connolly, AICP, PP, Mercer County Planning Director, mconnolly@mercercounty.org 
Basit Muzaffar, P.E., Mercer County Engineer, bmuzaffar@mercercounty.org 
Michael Drobny, P.E., CME, French & Parrello Associates, Vice President and Manager of 
  Highway & Traffic, michael.drobny@fpaengineers.com 
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