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May 13, 2025

To: Hemant Marathe, Ph.D., West Windsor Mayor — mayor@westwindsortwp.com
Andrea Mandel, West Windsor Council President — amandel@westwindsortwp.com
Linda Geevers, West Windsor Council Vice President - lgeevers@westwindsortwp.com
Sonia Gawas, West Windsor Council Member — sgawas@westwindsortwp.com

Dan Weiss, West Windsor Council Member — dweiss@westwindsortwp.com

Martin Whitfield, West Windsor Council Member — mwhitfield@westwindsortwp.com

Re: Draft Complete and Green Streets Policy
Dear Mayor Marathe and Council Members,

The West Windsor Bicycle & Pedestrian Alliance (WWBPA) was pleased to see a draft Complete
and Green Streets policy as a discussion item on the May 5, 2025 Township Council meeting
agenda. In addition to two WWBPA board members making public comments at the Council
meeting, the WWBPA discussed the draft at its May 8, 2025 monthly board meeting. Please accept
this letter as a synopsis of WWBPA’s comments on the draft policy.

Overall, WWBPA supports the efforts to foster "Complete and Green Streets" and thanks the
Administration and Council for their commitment to making it safer and more inviting for cyclists,
walkers, and other vulnerable road users to get around West Windsor. While WWBPA supports the
development of a Complete and Green Streets Policy that would be adopted by a Council
resolution, we ask that Council also pass an ordinance, similar to what Hopewell Borough has,
which would make the policy more permanent and provide the strongest support.

Adopting an ordinance would also make West Windsor eligible for five additional points for the
purposes of Sustainable Jersey certification and should help with obtaining silver status when the
township reapplies as a Bicycle Friendly Community this June.

WWBPA'’s review of the draft Complete and Green Streets Policy includes the following content-
related comments:

- Paragraph 3 describes how the Township will work to ensure consistency with various
plans, including “other known existing Pedestrian/Bicycle/Multi-model Plans”. New Jersey’s
Target Zero Commission is developing a Target Zero Action Plan this year, and Mercer
County is working on a Vision Zero Action Plan. Please add Target Zero and Vision Zero
Action Plans to the list of plans in Paragraph 3 for the Township to work in coordination with.

- Paragraph 4 describes a two-year timeframe for implementing the draft policy. Given the
importance of making West Windsor’s roads as safe as possible and addressing
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preventable injuries and fatalities, we believe a one-year timeframe is appropriate and
achievable.

- Paragraph 9 describes the process and timing for issuing reports to evaluate the
implementation of the policy. WWBPA agrees with the Council’s discussion on May 5 that
there should be an annual report that staff provides to Council.

- Exceptions - Paragraph 2 uses the term “roadway projects”, which is not defined. For
consistency, WWBPA suggests using “transportation projects”, which is defined.

- Exceptions - Paragraphs 1-3 describe an internal process for granting exceptions, which
does not seem in line with how decisions on transportation projects, transportation
facilities, and development applications are made at public meetings. WWBPA suggests
that this section be revised in some way with this in mind, and we note that these processes
may become clearer once the policy and/or ordinance is implemented per Paragraph 4.

- The Key Terms & Definitions section includes definitions of “transportation facility” and
“transportation project”. As the former seems like a component of the latter, WWBPA
suggests revising the latter to ensure that all reviews of transportation projects also include
a review of any related transportation facilities.

- The definition of “transportation facility” includes the following conditional statement -
“however, a commercial or retail use or enterprise not essential to the transportation of
people or goods shall not be considered a transportation facility” - that seems to contradict
how the definition of “transportation project” includes any “private land development,
project, program, or practice that affect the transportation network”. The goals and
provisions of the Complete and Green Streets policy should apply equally to the public
roadways that people travel to arrive at their destinations and to the destinations
themselves. WWBPA suggests clarifying the language to ensure that the policy applies not
only to public spaces but also to private commercial or retail areas and the parking lots,
sidewalks, paths, etc. that people encounter at these destinations.

Thank you again for your work on this important matter.
Sincerely,

Anne Clifton
President

CC: Viaemail:
Marlena Schmid, West Windsor Business Administrator - mschmid@westwindsortwp.com
Allison Sheehan, West Windsor Township Clerk — asheehan@westwindstortwp.com
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