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September 11, 2025 
 
Re. Millstone Road Sidewalks 
 
To:  Hemant Marathe, West Windsor Mayor – mayor@westwindsortwp.com 
 
Dear Mayor Marathe: 
 
The West Windsor Bicycle and Pedestrian Alliance (WWBPA) is an all-volunteer non-profit 
organization dedicated to making West Windsor a safer community for people who bike and walk.  
This letter is in support of adding sidewalks on Millstone Road, an improvement also requested by 
residents living on that road, as well as by the Sunrise Movement @ Mercer County. The WWBPA 
believes new sidewalks in this location will increase safe routes to school, transit, small business, 
and recreation, in addition to promoting a sense of community.  
 
Safe routes to school 
When the current construction to replace the Millstone Road bridge is completed, it will include 
six-foot wide sidewalks on both sides of the new bridge. Adding sidewalks on West Windsor’s 
Millstone Road, as well as Plainsboro adding sidewalks on its side of the bridge on Grovers Mill 
Road, would allow more West Windsor students to safely walk and bike to West Windsor-
Plainsboro (WWP) High School North, Community Middle School, and Millstone River School. In 
addition, the new sidewalks would create a safer place for school track and cross-country runners 
to train, as the multi-use path along South Post Road has done for the crew teams that train at 
Mercer Lake’s rowing club. The Annual Sidewalk Extension Program in the Township’s Capital 
Improvement Program for 2025-2030 already lists Millstone Road as an area for a potential future 
sidewalk project. 
 
During public comment at the August 26, 2025 WWP Board of Education meeting, we asked the 
school district administration to advocate for new sidewalks in this location, which also could 
potentially decrease soaring bus transportation costs. Walking to school is good for academics, 
too. The NJ School Zone Design Guide (page 2/pdf page 6) cites “…research shows that active 
children tend to have better academic achievement, enhanced concentration, and better 
classroom behavior.”  
 
Safe routes to transit and small business 
Building a sidewalk on Millstone Road will encourage more residents to walk to and from the 
Princeton Junction train station and small businesses along the way, since they will link to existing 
sidewalks along Cranbury Road en route to the station. The recently installed sidewalks along 
Cranbury Road have already resulted in more foot traffic in this part of the town, as observed by 
another WWBPA board member who lives in that area. 
 

https://www.saferoutesnj.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/schoolzonedesignguide2014.pdf
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Safe routes to recreation 
New sidewalks on Millstone Road will allow its residents safer walking access to Van Nest Park. 
Once the Cranbury Road sidewalk extension is completed, these residents will also have safer 
walking access to the Trolley Line Trail leading to Community Park.  
 
Community building 
The NJ School Zone Design Guide (page 47/pdf page 51) notes that as residents are encouraged to 
walk, they will feel “an enhanced sense of community through better connections to neighbors.”  
This suggests that as adults and children feel more comfortable walking to meet with friends and 
neighbors, fewer car trips provide the opportunity for more social interaction.  
 
The current detour around the Millstone Road bridge closure has already made people more 
aware of car traffic in the direction of the schools and train station. Providing sidewalks on 
Millstone Road gives residents in this area of the township a viable alternative to driving to nearby 
destinations, potentially reducing school district bus transportation costs and reducing the 
number of cars on the road.   
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anne Clifton 
President 
West Windsor Bicycle & Pedestrian Alliance 
 
 
cc: via email 
Andrea Mandel, West Windsor Council President – amandel@westwindsortwp.com 
Linda Geevers, West Windsor Council Vice President – lgeevers@westwindsortwp.com 
Sonia Gawas, West Windsor Council – sgawas@westwindsortwp.com 
Daniel Weiss, West Windsor Council – dweiss@westwindsortwp.com 
Martin Whitfield, West Windsor Council – mwhitfield@westwindsortwp.com 
Marlena Schmid, West Windsor Business Administrator - mschmid@westwindsortwp.com 
Francis Guzik, West Windsor Director of Community Development & Twp. Engineer – 
   fguzik@westwindsortwp.com 
Sunrise Movement @ Mercer County - sunrisemovement.mercer@gmail.com 
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