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November 4, 2025

To: Hemant Marathe, Mayor, West Windsor - mayor@westwindsortwp.com
Re. Mercer County’s proposed revisions to Edinburg Road multi-use path
Dear Mayor Marathe,

Thank you for asking the West Windsor Bicycle and Pedestrian Alliance (WWBPA) to comment on
Mercer County’s revised concept for the multi-use path on Edinburg Road. The WWBPA aims to
make this area more accessible and comfortable for cyclists, walkers, and runners of all ages and
abilities. Besides the very experienced cyclists who currently ride on Edinburg Road outside of the
buffered lanes, we want to attract more people to bike, walk, and run to and from Mercer County
Park.

The WWBPA appreciates that Mercer County has acted quickly on feedback received since the
path’s construction. We generally support the proposed redesign shown in the sketch on page 3,
which the WWBPA discussed with Mercer County Principal Planner Matt Zochowski at its
October 9 monthly meeting.

In particular, the WWBPA supports the restoration of the bicycle lane on the east side of
Edinburg Road. The WWBPA also supports the suggestions below, which we feel will enhance
the path’s design for all vulnerable road users going to and from the park:

1. Eliminate the existing curvature in the paint that implies all path users will turn into the
park’s east entrance. This should make it easier for cyclists who wish to bypass the park
to continue straight toward Old Trenton Road. Mercer County Engineer Basit “Sunny”
Muzaffar was amenable to this change at the September 26 “walk & talk”.

2. Continue to use bollards as a buffer between the multi-use path and Edinburg Road’s
southbound general travel lane, to encourage young families to bike or walk to the park.
Young families from the adjacent neighborhood can bike home from the park in the
buffered pedestrian lane since little foot traffic has been observed.

3. Install rapid flashing beacons at the new crosswalk by Howell Court to remind drivers to
stop for people crossing Edinburg Road. At the “walk & talk”, Sunny mentioned that he
had requested a set of flashing beacons.
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4. Stripe a crosswalk at the park entrance, parallel to Edinburg Road, which will alert
motorists to cyclists, walkers, or runners entering, exiting, or bypassing the park.

5. Add advisory bike lanes in the park’s driveway. The intent is to direct motorists down the
middle of the roadway inside the park entrance, to indicate that lanes are shared with
cyclists, walkers, and runners in the absence of an off-road path.

6. Reduce the speed limit on Edinburg Road such that motorists really will drive less fast,
making it more likely that they will honor traffic laws (e.g., stopping for people in
crosswalks). We anticipate there could be pushback against a 25-mph speed limit on
Edinburg Road and suggest a gradual transition to speed limits of 30-35 mph from Old
Trenton Road to Route 571. For instance, we suggest a speed limit of 30-mph between
Old Trenton Road and Galston Drive, and then a 35-mph speed limit between Galston
Drive and Village Road to match the 35-mph limit along the rest of the corridor to Route
571. In addition, we recommend that general travel lanes between Old Trenton Road and
Route 571 be narrowed to encourage lower speeds. For example, the County can add a
painted buffer to the existing bike lanes on Edinburg Road between Galston Drive and
Village Road (similar to its bike lanes on South Mill Road between Woodmere Way and
the Trolley Line Trail crossing).

The addendum that follows includes the sketch of Mercer County’s proposed revision, along with
a compilation of feedback received by the WWBPA. Less feedback than expected came from
local neighbors. Note that several people prefer to keep the existing bi-directional multi-use path
and others have proposed a slightly different configuration as shown in subsequent diagrams.

Sincerely,

Anne Clifton
President

cc: Via email only

Andrea Mandel, Town Council President, West Windsor - amandel@westwindsortwp.com
Linda Geevers, Town Council Vice President, West Windsor - lgeevers@westwindsortwp.com
Sonia Gawas, Town Council, West Windsor - sgawas@westwindsortwp.com

Daniel Weiss, Town Council, West Windsor - dweiss@westwindsortwp.com

Martin Whitfield, Town Council, West Windsor - mwhitfield@westwindsortwp.com
Francis Guzik, Director of Community Development & Twp. Engineer, West Windsor -
fguzik@westwindsortwp.com

John B. Taylor, Assistant Twp. Engineer, West Windsor - jbtaylor@westwindsortwp.com
Basit Muzaffar, County Engineer, Mercer County - bmuzaffar@mercercounty.org

Maria Connolly, Planning Director, Mercer County — mconnolly@mercercounty.org

Matt Zochowski, Principal Planner, Mercer County — mzochowski@mercounty.org

Addendum follows on pages 3-10
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Addendum
Feedback on Mercer County’s proposed revision to Edinburg Road multi-use path
October 2025
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WWBPA Board Member 1 email 10/11/2025

I actually like much of what is in place now, especially since multi-use path signs finally went up and made
clear that this is not a bike lane, that it really is more like the Trolley Line Trail. Through riders will take the
lane. Fast riders have no interest in sharing a path with others — it’s why they don’t use the Trolley Line
Trail, for example. Focus on the walkers, runners and the 60% who describe themselves as interested in
riding a bike but are concerned about safety because of car traffic.

Add 4-foot signs or bikes may take full lane on the NB side to compensate for the portion of the bike lane
that has been removed plus the longstanding absence of a bike lane as you cross Old Trenton and go past
Village Deli and a bit beyond.

But | get that the county is ready to adjust given the complaints.

Some initial thoughts about the proposed changes:

Getting people to drive 25 mph for a short stretch of a road that is otherwise 35-40 (and 50 on the other
side of Old Trenton Road) seems like a losing battle.

To improve the odds of this happening, lower the speed limit on South Mill/Edinburg from 571 to Old
Trenton to 30. (A step toward getting rid of all 40 mph roads in WW). Then a section at 25 mph all the way
to Old Trenton might work. Or can this design work at 30 mph too?

continued on page 4
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continued from page 3

To help slow traffic from Darvell to the park entrance, narrow the lanes to 10 feet, not 11. Add an extra foot
to the SB buffer (still gives farm vehicles 13 total). On the NB side, do a second white

stripe to give the bike lane a small buffer, like you see for a section further north on Edinburg/South Mill.

Question: will the fastest Freewheelers use the revised protected bike lane or will they prefer to take the
lane?

Agree with comments about eliminating the painted curve that suggests people should turn into the park,
also about a crosswalk across the park entrance (parallel to the road) and advisory bike lanes as people
enter the park.

WWBPA Board Member 2 email 10/11/2025
| love [above] comments. | love the modifications Matt discussed at our last meeting.

In reply to "Question: will the fastest Freewheelers use the revised protected bike lane or will they prefer to
take the lane?" | have ridden it four times with the PFW so far, and each time they took the "Cartway" or
"Carriage Lane". A large group of fast charging cyclists are a whole other thing and not safe on narrower,
more crowded, multi use paths. A few, including myself, have used it when riding alone at more
recreational speeds.

I think this proposed redesign is a great compromise, since for some reason sidewalks take decades or are
impossible, which still mystifies me.

It seems to me, with these changes, all road users, from walking families to the occasional farmer to kids
on bicycles to hard charging pacelines are allaccommodated. Essentially, the protected path gets a little
smaller; that's OK, given the projected volumes. The club road cyclists, which number dozens each week,
get a little more space and are kept off the path, which is safer for path users and safer than trying to cross
the road twice.

Galston Drive resident (Princeton Free Wheelers member, spouse walks)

emails 10/11/2025 and 10/12/2025

my own opinion is the proposed modification with a 5 foot bike lane in the northbound lane from MCP to
Galston is great (even better than before the realignment)... on the southbound side separate bike and
pedestrian lanes or just one multiuse lane sounds good ( the multiuse lane might be simpler as that’s how
it works in the park on the paved path...) and eliminating the curve

in that southbound lane would lessen chance of a vehicle turning right into a cyclist and/ or

pedestrian. 2" email [Spouse] is fine with either one...a multiuser path/ lane or separate bike and
pedestrian lanes on the southbound side.

Huntly Drive resident (bikes) emails 10/12/2025 and 10/15/2025

| like the plan of a bike lane on the right side of the road. The diagram, however, says the plan is from the
east entrance of the park to Galston so does that mean there will be no bike lane on the right side from the
traffic light to the park entrance?

continued on page 5
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continued from page 4

The plan shows a 4' walking lane and a 5' biking lane on the left. 1don't know that there is enough foot and
bike traffic to require a dedicated lane for both. Honestly, | ride there relatively often and have never seen a
pedestrian, but | have seen other bikers. | think it would be okay to leave the lanes on the left as they are
today, multiuse and bidirectional.

2" email, in response to existing shoulder on east side of Edinburg Road south of park entrance

| did notice the small shoulder when | drove over there. | don't ride my bike on that part of the road, but | do
see other riders there. | don't know how they are expected to safely cross the road when the shoulder
ends to get to the bike lanes on the other side. Seems dangerous to me.

Darvel Drive resident (bikes, runs, walks) emails 10/13/2025

Thank you so much for passing this along....would you be able to briefly tell me what our neighbors
concerns are with the path as it stands? (I was teaching on the day of the walk so | wasn’t able to hear for
myself.) | have found the path very useful.

2" email, in response to September 26 “walk & talk” meeting summary
I don’t have any objections to any of the changes if the majority think the changes will lead to safer
outcomes.

Windsor-Edinburg Road resident (attended 9/26/2025 “walk & talk” on path) email 10/12/2025
Do you happen to have a similar drawing for what is there currently for me to compare? Alternatively |
could go out there with a tape measure but figured | would check first.

Overall, I think it seems like it is aligned with the feedback; with both a bike lane and protected multi-use
path, but it’s hard to conceptualize without being on it with the measurements.

Conover Road resident (bikes, runs) email 10/13/2025

This appears to be good compromise between professional bikers (not interested in the park) and those in
the community who walk/bike to the park.

| thank Sunny and his team for taking the time to understand, listen, and come up with a solution.

Just a bit more clarifications needed, before they do any work. Better they document, what they are doing
about the following:
e Professional bikers continuing straight to OTR (Old Trenton Road), will there a share with biker’s
markings on the road, this was requested.
e Clear marking for bikers exiting out of the park. This is a real dangerous crossing for bikers exiting
left from the park, this was discussed.
e See my sketch (on page 6) about these issues.
continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
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Dunbar Drive residents (both bike and run) email 10/15/2025

Thank you so much for all your efforts to improve the new bike/walking lanes. | showed the sketch to
[spouse] and [pronoun] felt like that was a really good improvement.

Member of Princeton Free Wheelers (resides outside of West Windsor) email 10/12/2025

Thank you for welcoming comment on plans to revise the recent realignment of Edinburg Rd near

the entrance to Mercer County Park. I've been following the debate closely, and on Sept. 26 |

spoke at the roadside meeting on behalf of myself and the large number of cyclists who ride in my PFW
groups on that road and throughout the township and county.

| support the new plan. It responds to the safety issues that concern cyclists. The establishment of a lane
for northbound cyclists is a major improvement, and the elimination of the bidirectional character of the
southbound path restores some sensibility to the configuration. And | am happy to learn that the curve at
the end of the new path will be straightened, one of my principal concerns.

| am pleased that our voices were heard and change is on the horizon. It's a good outcome. Thank you
again.

Member of Princeton Free Wheelers (resides outside of West Windsor) email 10/12/2025

The proposed realignment of the Edinburg Road bicycle/pedestrian path is a welcome response to the
concerns expressed by cyclists and residents. The plan, which reinstalls a northbound cycling path is an
appreciated improvement that addresses the safety concerns which were articulated during the walking

meeting, are acceptable to the Princeton Free Wheelers, and consistent with the viewpoints conveyed by
allinterested parties.

continued on page 7
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continued from page 6

As | understand it the curve at the southbound end of the path will be eliminated. An additional suggestion
that would significantly improve the proposed solution includes changing the designated bicycle and
pedestrian lanes on the southbound path to a single multiuse bicycle and pedestrian lane like the paths in
Mercer County Park. This type of lane can easily be used safely by both pedestrians and cyclists and
potentially allow for additional lane width benefits.

On behalf of the Princeton Free Wheelers, | appreciate the opportunity to provide input on this issue. Our
objective as a club is to continually work to improve safety for cyclists while riding on public roads. The
proposed solution achieves that goal.

Benford Drive resident (cyclist) email10/14/2025
The county's sketch is a vast improvement over the existing condition.

Based on John Taylor's helpful sketch of October 9 that you forwarded to me, | have prepared two
modifications that | think will serve the pedestrian's and cyclist's interests more equally. | cannot ascertain
the exact width of the Edinburg Road right of way, hence two sketches (on pages 7 and 8). Both are looking
North from the Park Entrance.

Note the following:

| see no reason for either the plastic delineator bollards or the 2' shoulder. They are present for only a short
distance along the road, and they partially obscure the motorist's and cyclist's view of

each other. That 2' width is better added to the width of the Pedestrian Walk. Adults walking children on
bicycles take up a lot of width that has already been observed by me in situ on the current plan.

While a 2 or 3 foot wide optional Parkway may be anemic, it along with the curb are good delineators that
can easily avoid pedestrian and bicycle interference and collisions.

Sketch 1
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2" sketch and email continued on page 8
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continued from page 7
Sketch 2
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Galston Drive resident (bikes, walks) email 10/15/2025

Thank you for all you do to make West Windsor safe, for arranging the “Walk & Talk” meeting and all the
follow-up which has surfaced a good compromise solution. See drawing (on page 9). If any part of the
roadway is less than 38’, the shoulder on either side of the bollards can be narrower.

There’s a variation of the engineer’s drawing floating around (the 2 sketches above) with the bollards

moved between the Pedestrian Lane and Bike Lane on the park side. This seems like a quick, low-cost
alternative to a curb and sidewalk. | believe this change will address many of the safety concerns that
have been raised and can be implemented with minimal disruption to the existing residents and users.

Key elements of a compromise solution for pedestrians:

1. Consistent clearly marked walking lane where there is no sidewalk connecting neighborhoods on
the west side of Edinburg Road to the East Entrance. Pedestrians can walk both ways on a bollard
protected path along the southbound side of Edinburg Road.

Preserves crosswalk access from Howell Court to a walking path on the southbound side of
Edinburg Road. (Since the county engineer is amenable to adding flashing beacons for the new
crosswalk, | hope that can be done, too.)

2. Inrare snowstorms, the pedestrian path (like sidewalks) will not be plowed. There’s an
assumption that pedestrian traffic from the south is minimal and others north of Jefferson Park will
drive or bicycle to the park and points south.

Key elements of a compromise solution for cyclists:

1. Young children riding to and from the park will travel on the sidewalks and the pedestrian path on
Edinburg Road separated from bicycle and vehicle traffic by bollards.

2. Cyclists on the northbound side have a shoulder from Old Trenton Road until the park East
Entrance where the road is wide enough to accommodate a bike lane which gets wider past the
crosswalk at Howell and continues through Edinburg, New Edinburg, and South Mill, all the way to
Washington Road.

3. Cyclists on the southbound side have a similar bike lane. Instead of a curb, they have bollards on
their right side as they approach the park in an area where the speed limit is 25 mph.

continued on page 9
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continued from page 8
It is assumed that cyclists will ride with the traffic and obey traffic protocol.

Key elements of a compromise solution for drivers:
1. The speed limitis reduced to 25 mph in both directions in the vicinity of the park East Entrance
making the congested area safer for all.
2. The bollards are on the other side of the bike lane so farm equipment can pass more easily without
hitting them.

3. Mail and package delivery and plowing become easier because vehicles can get closer to the edge
of the paved surface.

Itis assumed that the bollards will not block driveways and mailboxes. Southbound drivers are already
creeping along or stopped at the traffic light twice a day and northbound drivers are just coming from a light
on Old Trenton Road so they can wait to accelerate until after Darvel.

Edinburg Road — Provide Safe Access to
East Entrance of Mercer County Park
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continued on page 10
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continued from page 9

Howell Court resident (didn’t mention walking or biking to park) summary of conversation 10/16/2025
Dislikes current configuration because the lack of a shoulder and bike lane on Howell side of Edinburg
Road makes it more difficult to turn large cars like SUVs out of neighborhood onto main road. The travel
lanes are too narrow. The new crosswalk at Howell is inconvenient because walking to Darvel or Galston
requires first turning left to cross Edinburg, instead of just turning right at Howell and then crossing
Edinburg. Drivers don’t stop at the crosswalk; a flashing beacon is needed. Concerned that in the absence
of a shoulder, large tree branches will fall in the road or brush and leaves will be piled in the road, which
will block the traffic. Thinks snow removal in the current path will be inefficient with small equipment.
People speed on Edinburg Road. Has heard rumor that County spent millions of dollars to construct new
path.

Regarding new path proposal: Wants shoulder restored on Howell side of Edinburg, besides the bike lane.
Basically, wants room for turning car onto Edinburg. Wants the speed limit on Edinburg Road reduced to
30-35 mph because Old Trenton Road near the intersection with Edinburg was recently reduced to 35
mph.

University Way resident (cyclist who wrote letters to County & Twp. re. current design)
emails 10/21/2025 and 10/22/2025
The drawing looks like it could be a good solution. ... the new idea looks promising.

2" email From my point of view, there is one simple rule: ample room for bikers, joggers, and pedestrians
on both sides of the road. As long as that is accomplished, allis fine.
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