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To: Dan Benson, Mercer County Executive, dbenson@mercercounty.org
Maria Connolly, Mercer County Planning Director, mconnolly@mercercounty.org

cc: Basit Muzaffar, Mercer County Engineer, bmuzaffar@mercercounty.org
Matt Lawson, Mercer County Assistant Planning Director, mlawson@mercercounty.org

Re: County Mobility Element Recommendations
Dear Mr. Benson and Ms. Connolly,

The West Windsor Bicycle and Pedestrian Alliance (WWBPA) is an all volunteer 501(c)(3)
organization dedicated to creating a bicycle and pedestrian friendly community in West Windsor
and our surrounding communities. We appreciate the opportunity to make recommendations for
the new Mercer County Mobility Element, which we understand will integrate bicycling, walking,
and other micromobility goals.

Overall Comments

Transportation planning over the past century has resulted in greatly reduced space for people
biking and walking, with dire results to the environment, our health and community. Meanwhile,
recent internet technologies reduce demand for personal transportation via trip elimination and
route efficiency, for example work-from-home and same day package delivery. Micromobility
technologies provide improved space and energy efficiency for human trips up to ten miles.
Center-based land use strategies, such as a Transit Village, can provide all services within walking,
biking, or transit distance. Mercer County is well positioned to take advantage of these
opportunities for a high quality and sustainable standard of living, and this plan can help.

Goals
The WWBPA recommends the following goals:

0. Zero traffic fatalities and severe injuries. Recommended strategies include Complete
Streets and Vision Zero design elements in every project, such as policies to implement
FHWA's Proven Safety Countermeasures. Examples are leading or exclusive pedestrian
intervals for all signalized intersections and a post-crash analysis for each traffic fatality
and serious injury, including infrastructure and not only behavioral analysis.

1. Reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled. Reducing traffic results in gains in health, the environment,
and safety. Recommended strategies include prioritizing growth in walking, bicycling,
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other micromobility, and transit, e.g., implementing 15 new miles of bicycle lanes or
multi-use paths per year.

2. Prioritize accessibility and quality of life over vehicle mobility in downtown and residential
areas. Recognize the negative effects of traffic as a divider of communities and a barrier to
accessibility by people biking and walking. Recommended strategies include eliminating
long distance freight traffic (tractor trailer trucks) from downtown and residential areas by
further restricting the county routes that can be used by large trucks.

3. Identify obstacles to achieving complete connectivity for people bicycling and walking,
including specific laws, engineering standards and practices that impede coordination
between county, state, municipal, and private owners of roads. Recommended strategies
depend on the obstacle, see below.

Obstacles
The WWBPA recommends the following mitigation strategies to the identified obstacles:

1. Multi-Use Path implementation, currently done by municipalities and private owners,
even along county roads. Recommend a law or policy allowing for county implementation
adjacent to county roads.

2. E-bike law restrictions. Recommend a new law that provides for lower speed e-bikes to be
treated like ordinary bicycles for licensing and registration purposes.

3. Engineering standards. For example, current NJDOT policy requires a road design to
support higher speed than the posted speed limit, resulting in more numerous and more
severe crashes. Recommend a policy to design roads to support the posted speed limit,
i.e., traffic calming for every road.

4. Legible, interconnected bicycling and walking routes. Recommended strategies are more
off- and on-road routes, such as a historical route that Washington's army took during the
Ten Crucial Days, and a loop route that connects all Mercer County municipalities.
Legibility recommendations include wayfinding signs and designated bike lanes, not
shoulders, which are not travel lanes under New Jersey law. Also, a policy to provide lane
narrowing to increase space for multi-use paths or marked bicycle lanes, and Bicycle May
Use Full Lane signs and Shared Lane Markings (sharrows) where no other bicycle facility is
available. Also, NACTO practices for bike lanes that include greater legibility, e.g., using
bike lanes with green paint and dashed paint through intersections.

5. Preserved land to include access for multi-use paths and trails. Recommended strategies
include legal changes, model easement and/or right of way agreements.

6. Public utility and rail-with-trail route access for bicycling and walking paths.
Recommended strategies include legal changes, model easement and/or right of way
agreements.
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7. Funding bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. Recommended strategies include creating
an annual Capital Budget line item for bicycling and pedestrian improvements, and
including bicycle and pedestrian improvements into every road improvement project.

Thank you again. We look forward to making Mercer County even more bicycle and pedestrian
friendly as a result of implementing this plan.

Sincerely,

Anne Clifton
President
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