WEST WINDSOR

BICYCLE AND

2
PEDESTRIAN

ALLIANTCE

P.0. Box 613
West Windsor, NJ 08550

wwbikeped@gmail.com
www.wwbpa.org

>

TRUSTEES
Anne Clifton
President
Dave Kimmel
15t Vice President
Steve Hagen
2"d Vice President
Henry Murphy
Treasurer
Silvia Ascarelli
Susan Conlon
Chris Fisher
Jerry Foster
Amber Henrie
Yun-Yi Lin

July 14, 2026

To: New Jersey State Senator Shirley Turner, SenTurner@nijleg.org
New Jersey Assemblyman Anthony Verrelli, AsmVerrelli@njleg.org
New Jersey Assemblywoman Verlina Reynolds-Jackson, AswReynoldsjackson@njleg.org

Re: New Jersey e-bike law should exempt 20 mph e-bikes
Dear State Senator Turner, Assemblyman Verrelli, and Assemblywoman Reynolds-Jackson:

The West Windsor Bicycle and Pedestrian Alliance believes New Jersey’s new e-bike law has
serious flaws and urges you to treat low-speed e-bikes as ordinary bicycles with regard to
regulation, and to mandate bicycling education in schools. These measures will improve
affordability, safety, and our environment.

Like you, we -- an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) organization that works to make our community a
safer and more enjoyable place for all to bike and walk — care about everyone traveling on our
streets.

It’s why we support A1539, which would mandate bicycle safety education in our schools. Our
own experience of giving safety talks in our local schools often shows that students don't know
on which side of the road to bike.

We share the concerns of many about e-motos, which are essentially electric motorcycles and
are wrongly lumped together with low-speed e-bikes. E-motos are derived from dirtbikes
(which are not street-legal) and can achieve speeds up to 50 mph. Such high speeds pose risks
not only to other road users but to their riders as well. Within the past three months, a middle
school student riding an e-moto was killed in a crash with a car in Princeton and 15-year-old
riding an e-moto was killed in a crash with a UPS truck in Southampton Township.

In contrast to high-speed e-motos, the motors of Class | and Il e-bikes are limited to 20 mph, a
speed that some people can achieve when riding a regular bicycle. Most e-bike users ride at
much lower speeds. They present a risk comparable to that of bicycles without a motor and
should be treated the same way.

Treating low-speed e-bikes as regular bicycles would benefit New Jersey and its residents in

many ways. These e-bikes are:

¢ Affordable. Given that they are far less expensive than cars, it is one easy way that legislators
can help fight the cost-of-living crisis.

¢ Accessible. Low-speed e-bikes allow those who cannot drive to independently get to jobs,
schools, stores and more.

The WWBPA is a private non-profit 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to promote bicycling and walking
in West Windsor Township and neighboring communities, emphasizing access, education, mobility, and safety.
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* Healthy. You have to pedal when using a low-speed e-bike, so riders are getting exercise.

¢ Efficient. Users ease traffic congestion and reduce the competition for parking.

e Safe. Low-speed e-bikes are not only much less dangerous than e-motos, but they also are
much less dangerous than cars.

¢ Green. This is a low-carbon mode of transport.

New Jersey seeks to reach zero roadway fatalities and serious injuries by 2040, per the 2025
Target Zero Action Plan (https://dot.nj.gov/targetzero/), a goal we support. The state’s Energy
Master Plan calls for reducing energy consumption and emissions from the transportation
sector. S4873 proposes to reduce vehicle miles traveled.

When New Jersey residents choose to ride an e-bike rather than drive a car, they help the state
achieve all these aims.

Please re-classify low speed e-bikes as regular bicycles and mandate bicycling education in
schools.

Sincerely,

Anne Clifton
President
West Windsor Bicycle & Pedestrian Alliance

The WWBPA is a private non-profit 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is to promote bicycling and walking
in West Windsor Township and neighboring communities, emphasizing access, education, mobility, and safety.
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