May 28, 2010

Secretary Ray LaHood
Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C., 20590
Dear Secretary LaHood,

We are writing to thank you for your recent Policy Statement on Bicycle and Pedestrian
Accommodation, leading the way to make bicycling and walking equal modes of transportation,
and we are eager to work with you to implement these changes.

We commend the policy statement’s assertion of the importance of walking and biking to livable
communities. We believe a number of your recommended actions, such as raising minimum
design standards, setting mode share goals for walking and biking and improved data collection
will foster livable communities and enable people to walk or bike routinely and provide more
choices for the 50 percent of total trips that are fewer than three miles.

Leveling the playing field for pedestrians and bicyclists is also a matter of public safety.
Transportation for America’s “Dangerous by Design” report last year chronicled the 76,000
preventable pedestrian deaths over the last fifteen years due to unsafe streets. By highlighting
the need for transportation choices for people of all ages and abilities, the DOT’s new policy will
promote streets that are safer for everyone.

The Obama administration has shown encouraging progress on pedestrian and bicycle equity,
even prior to your announcement. The joint-departmental Partnership for Sustainable
Communities has initiated important collaboration between agencies, and the merit-based TIGER
grants in last year’'s economic recovery bill are already rewarding communities that plan for and
integrate walking and biking into their transportation plans.

We have a lot of work to do. We should start by integrating policies that increase safety and
accessibility for pedestrians and bicyclists, including Complete Streets and Safe Routes to
School, into federal law so that new projects receiving DOT funds accommodate all users of the
road. We should also advocate funding for Active Transportation networks in our cities, towns and
metropolitan areas. We look forward to working with you on new surface transportation law that
broadens transportation choices for all Americans — including older Americans, children, people
with disabilities and residents of metropolitan and rural areas — and introduces new benchmarks
for our federal dollars, including those that will support biking and walking as equal modes of
transportation.

Thank you for your leadership on creating a transportation system that is safe and accessible for
all Americans, and we look forward to working with you.
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