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West Windsor Bicycle and Pedestrian Alliance (WWBPA) is
committed to building a bicycle and pedestrian friendly community
for people of all ages and abilities. We welcome the planned
roundabout at Old Bear Brook and Bear Brook Roads, since
roundabouts are nationally recognized as creating calmer traffic
and fewer collisions.
We are concerned about the design of the roundabout, however,
since the Alexander Road roundabout offers no facilities for
bicyclists who are not comfortable riding in traffic. WWBPA sent a
letter dated January 21, 2009 to Mayor Hsueh and others detailing
our recommendations, which centered on improved signage, since
the roundabout was already built.
WWBPA strongly recommends improving the design of the Bear
Brook roundabout and adjacent area to include
1. on-road bicycle lanes for the entire length of Bear Brook
Road,
2. an off-road shared-use path for the entire length of Bear
Brook Road,
3. ramps to and from the bicycle lanes and the path at the
roundabout,
4. adequate lighting at the roundabout and crosswalks,
5. “Bikes Allowed Use of Full Lane” signs at the bicycle and
car lane merge points, per NJ DOT Bicycle Compatible
Roadways and Bikeways Planning and Design Guide.
Examples of this configuration are described at:
http://www.alaskaroundabouts.com/pedbikes.html
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/dib/dib80-01.htm#fig4 (below).
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It is especially important to have the Bear Brook roundabout accessible to child and
casual bicyclists, since the area is surrounded by residential and mixed-use development.
This environment will necessarily involve a wide variety of traffic, including large trucks,
mixing with pedestrians and bicyclists, many of whom will not feel safe riding in traffic.
Implementing this recommendation will greatly improve the ability of residents to access
the development’s retail areas and the train station by walking and biking, and help
achieve our township’s master plan goal to:
Create a pedestrian and bikeway system that makes walking and cycling a viable
alternative to driving, and which improves bicyclist and pedestrian safety.
Sincerely,
Jerry Foster,
2nd vice president
West Windsor Bicycle and Pedestrian Alliance
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Figure 4
Bicycle Ramp Access to Shared-use Path (1)
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